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Evolution of a Portfolio
1992—The Journey Begins

“A portfolio is a purposeful collection of student 
works to evidence his/her learning, effort, 
progress, and achievement in one or more 
subjects at the classroom, school, district, state, 
and/or national levels.”

Jerry D. Reynolds, Educational Consultant, 
Rochester, MN
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Portfolios—In the Beginning

• Types
– Career
– Classroom
– District

• Content
– Evidence
– Reflection

• Learning Process
• Item Rationale

• Format
– File Folders
– Three-ring Notebooks
– Portfolio Containers

• Grading
– Table of Contents
– Rubric

• Holistic/Summative
• Analytical/Formative
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Portfolio Progression

• Projects
• Sophisticated Rubrics

– Weighted
– Checklist
– Multiple Page
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Portfolios Go Tech

Paper
• Notebook

• Table of Contents
• Section Artifacts
• Journal
• Reflection

Electronic
• Software, Internet, 

Intranet
• Table of Contents
• Links to Files
• Blog (web journal)
• Reflection
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Compare/Contrast

Paper
• Paper
• Bulky
• Hard Copy
• Organizing Artifacts
• Only One Copy
• Printed

Electronic
• Disk/Web/Flash
• Portable/Virtual
• Digital Conversion
• File Management
• Ease of Duplication
• Text, Video, Sound, 

Graphics
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Today’s Portfolio--Electronic

• Formats
– Word processing 
– Presentation
– PDF
– Web-based
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Web-Based Portfolios

• BlackBoard
– electronic portfolio module can be purchased 

with this online learning environment
• Digital BackPack - University of Iowa
• eFolio Minnesota – University of 

Minnesota system
• TaskStream – Villinova University
• Foliotek – Northwest Missouri State 

University
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E-Portfolio Examples

• Course portfolio in MS Word and .pdf
• Program portfolio web-based

– .html on CD/disk for Intranet viewing
– Foliotek

• Course/Program portfolio in PowerPoint
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Word and .pdf Portfolios
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.html Portfolio
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Foliotek Portfolio
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PowerPoint
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Tomorow’s Portfolio

• Lifelong and Lifewide
– Begin digital portfolio in school
– Update in college and career training
– Continue using and updating in work and career

• Primary purpose of portfolios in US is for career 
development but in Canada and Europe goal is 
“A Portfolio for Every Citizen by 2010.”

• Minnesota
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The End

\
With thanks to Kimberly Schultz from Kirkwood Community College


	E-Portfolios
	Evolution of a Portfolio
	Portfolios—In the Beginning
	Portfolio Progression
	Portfolios Go Tech
	Compare/Contrast
	Today’s Portfolio--Electronic
	Web-Based Portfolios
	E-Portfolio Examples
	Word and .pdf Portfolios
	.html Portfolio
	Foliotek Portfolio
	PowerPoint
	Tomorow’s Portfolio
	The End

